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Karen Bloomfield – President’s Message 

 
Dear Members, 
 
I pen this first 2021 President's Report from Strahan, Tasmania, having this 
morning cruised the Gordon-Franklin River, World Heritage listed area.  We 
were treated to 'one-in-a-hundred' weather conditions for a perfectly 
extraordinary tour.  These amazing conditions, delivered seamlessly by 
nature, made me think about all the moving parts that go into every ASMA 
event and how dedicated a group needs to be to deliver such events.  This 
in turn had me thinking with absolute awe and gratitude about the people of 
the past and present ASMA Committee who selflessly keep the wheels 
turning.  What a terrific crew! 
 
Last week we held the AGM via skype and, as per protocol, the Committee 
stepped down from all positions.  The positions were then filled by 
nomination and vote.  Your new ASMA Committee is as follows: 
 
President - Karen Bloomfield, Vice President Christine Hill 
Secretary Jennifer Pullman, Treasurer John Woodland 
Executive Committee:  Jeff Rigby Lawrie Walton 
QLD VP - Greg Wardle, VIC VP - Julian Bruere, SA VP - John Ford  
WA VP - Derek Newton 
 
Special Positions:  Social Media Manager – Suzy King and 
Exhibition Liaison Manager – Derek Morgan 
 
Vacant Positions: 
TAS VP and Executive Committee Member: 
 
I wish to thank and wholeheartedly welcome new (and returning) Committee 
members.  I look forward to working alongside you this year. 
 
To retiring Committee Members Don Braben (QLD VP), Ross Shardlow (WA 
VP), John Woodland (as VP), Derek Morgan, Suzy King and Peter Studley, 
I wish to express my sincere gratitude for the year(s) of support you've given 
to the Society and look forward to your continued involvement in all things 
ASMA! 
 
It is with very great sadness I share with you the passing of much-loved 
Tasmanian member Bill Mearns.  Bill, who was an active Fellow and member 
for over 20 years, will be greatly missed by all who were lucky enough to 
know him.  An extraordinary natural artist and absolute gentleman and John 
Woodland has compiled a vale article later in this Bulletin. 
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President’s Message continued 
 
This is an important milestone year for the Society – its 25th, or Silver Jubilee.  We start the celebratory year 
with the 1st International Online Marine Arts Exhibition; continue with Bi-Monthly themed Online Exhibitions 
(more information to come);  a 3 week Annual Exhibition from late September at the Royal Art Society NSW, 
and research is currently underway for the creation of a 25 Year Celebration publication. 
 
The 1st International Online Marine Arts Exhibition is a collaboration between ourselves and four other 
international Marine Art Societies in the USA, Canada, France & UK.  Initiated and driven by our American 
counterparts, this is the first of its type and will endeavour to showcase the best of international marine art in 
an online exhibition from 15 June 2021 to 30 June 2022.  This is an incredible opportunity to have your 
work selected to represent Australia and be seen by an international audience.  
 
I heartily encourage ALL Exhibiting Members to enter.  There is no cost to enter and only works selected will 
be required to pay the $30 entry fee.  The most important detail to remember is that the image you submit is 
the image that (if selected) will be used for the exhibition, so please take the time to follow the image 
requirements.  Entry will be from the Members Dashboard of the website and online submission is 
encouraged.  Email and postal entries will also be accepted however ALL images will need to be emailed.  
Online entry will be available from 28 February.  Deadline for entry is 29 March 2021. 
 
Finally, the ASMA website is a place for its Members to share information.  If you have news to share 
(upcoming exhibitions, wins or competition selections, etc.) please forward information to Lawrie Walton at 
lawrie_walton@yahoo.com. 
 
Wishing you all the best in health, happiness and creativity. 
 

___________________________________ 
 

 

Welcome to New Members 
 
The Society extends a warm welcome to Geoffrey Anthony (NSW), John Woulfe (NSW), Graham McMillan 
(NSW), John Adderley (WA), Michael Turvey (VIC) and Scott Chapman (VIC). 
 

Members’ News 
 
John Downton OAM FRAS FASMA (NSW) is having an exhibition entitled “Sensational Shoalhaven” at the 
Shoalhaven Regional Gallery, 12 Berry Street, Nowra from 13 March to 10 April 2021.   
For any enquiries:  www.downtonartstudios.com.au 
 
Glenys Holmes (NSW) recently held a very successful solo exhibition at the Blackstone Gallery, Newcastle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

Earl Hingston (NSW) ink drawings    Old Wharf at Yeppoon Qld and Low Tide at Yeppoon Qld 

mailto:lawrie_walton@yahoo.com
http://www.downtonartstudios.com.au/
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VALE – Bill Mearns FASMA, Tasmania    by the Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last year when we were discussing our mutual interest in watercolour painting, Bill said that he did not feel 
that he had mastered the medium nor did he feel that he ever wanted to.  He went on to say that he drew his 
subjects with care and was always aware of the direction of light, the effects of wind and the preservation 
and harmony of the subject with the elements. 
 
As a fitting tribute to Bill’s artwork, the Maritime Museum of Tasmania in Hobart is holding a retrospective 
exhibition, ‘Eight decades under the spell of the sea’ which opened on 1 February.  Details can be found on 
their website www.maritimetas.org   Bill is survived by his wife Sheila and their 3 sons and families. 
 
Images of the Exhibition kindly supplied by the Maritime Museum of Tasmania 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

It is with much sadness that we received the news that Bill had passed 
away on 11 January after a relatively short illness.  He was 89 years 
of age and an article on Bill’s life and work, which he wrote, was 
published in the October 2020 Bulletin. 
 
Bill was a dedicated member of the ASMA with some 20 years of 
active membership.  He regularly participated in our exhibitions with 
his superb watercolours, a medium which Bill preferred and one which 
he executed with great skill and professionalism.  Whilst Bill excelled 
in the use of this beautiful medium, he was also skilled in model-
making in which he used his skills to create and construct exacting 
scratch-built models of many vessels both large and small. 
 
Bill also made a generous contribution to the success of the Society 
through his role as Tasmanian Vice-President over several years. 

  

  

http://www.maritimetas.org/
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Two Artists in Residence (Part 2) Mary Hyde and Julian Bruere (VIC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marine scenes are a part of our painting, but with different selections and outlooks on the subject we paint 
with mutual appreciation and awareness.  I fall into more historical compositions with all my books, drafts, 
and sketches of sea battles evolving into a painting with gunfire, ragged sails, and shattered timbers.  Mary 
will find a dockside picture with container ships on the Yarra, or a fishing boat moored next to a stony quay 
in Clovelly or beached on the sands of Port Isaac of more realistic painting challenge.  In Melbourne we are 
lucky to have the Mission to Seafarers, who stage the Maritime Prize each year.  Around March finds us 
selecting and preparing material for a September submission, we have been regular contributors for 15 years 
and this has been an important and shared calendar moment each year. 
 

 

I have been Victorian Vice President of the 
Australian Society of Maritime Artists and a 
past Treasurer of the Victorian Artists’ 
Society, and now a member of the Australian 
Watercolour Institute.  I won the ANL Maritime 
Award for Traditional Marine Painting in 2009 
and 2016 the VAS Artist of the Year awards 
2010, 2013 and 2018 and the Kenneth Jack 
Memorial Awards 2010 and 2014. 
 
Mary Hyde and I paint in our home-based 
studio on a regular day to day basis, slipping 
out to do an occasional on sight paint, but it is 
painting travels that provide a fresh stimulus 
to our work.  Trips to Europe, New Zealand 
and then again England in 2017 as well as 
interstate excursions generate a wealth of 
subject interest and new paintings that 
become re invented locations in the studio on 
any given day.   
 
We really liked Staithes, UK in 2017, painting 
here was new for us as we wandered stony 
walks, cliffs, and shores, we felt connected 
with past and current artists that had painted 
there previously and appreciate their works as 
much as our own memories.  I painted in a 
sketchbook on this UK trip, creating a 
selection of watercolour studies and drawings 
whilst Mary worked in oils out of a pochard 
box perched on odd walls and boats.  London, 
Broadway and the Cotswolds, Llandudno in 
Northern Wales, Staithes in North Yorkshire, 
and Bath are still being painted by us for the 
next Five exhibition in October 2021. 
 

 

 

Above:  Julian Bruere, Clovelly, UK, 
Watercolour 
 
Mary Hyde, Staithes, North Yorkshire, 
Oil 
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A nationally significant, vast and diverse Marine Art Collection  
of John Hannan (1928 – 2018)  by Stan Stefaniak (NSW) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Concentrating on a variety of 19th and 20th century vessels, most with an Australian connection, John’s 
acquisitions comprise high quality works by greatly respected artists such as, for example, John Allcot, 
Arthur Burgess, Charles Bryant, Oswald Brett, Frederick Garling and Frederick Elliott, British artist Charles 
Pears and American Antonio Jacobsen are also included.  The numerous Allcot watercolours/gouaches 
depicting a variety of Sydney Ferries has attracted much specific attention.  

 

The unique collection of paintings is a testimony of John’s 
unswerving enthusiasm for ships and the sea and 
collecting art works that were evocative of his great 
passion.  
 
Some ASMA members who had attended one of the visits 
to John’s wonderful marine art collection will remember 
his friendliness, great hospitality and great love of marine 
art.  These experiences and John’s wonderful recounts of 
his many sea voyages provided us also with inspiration 
for our artistic expression. 
 
Stan Stefaniak presented John with a specially printed 
and framed citation, on behalf of the ASMA Committee 
and Members, in recognition of his great support for the 
ASMA and our close link with him because of his lifelong 
interest in maritime history and love of marine art; 13 
July, 2016. 
 
 
The forthcoming auction of John’s collection will be 
held on Tuesday 30 March 2021. 

Most of our ASMA members would recall the passing away of John Hannan in December 2018.  John 
had been the ASMA Patron for many years and had also gained much attention for his most impressive 
collection of marine art.  Through John’s private and passionate interest in maritime history and art, John 
had collected from the mid-1970s in excess of 400 marine paintings.  The Collection has been 
acknowledged by many museum and art specialists as by far the biggest privately owned of its type in 
Australia and possibly one of the biggest in the world.  
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The Oil Painter’s Guide to Protecting Yourself and the Environment 
Reproduced with kind permission of Jasco Pty Limited. 
 

An awareness of health and safety practices may not always be the first priority for artists, but it’s 

essential to protect yourself – and to look after the environment. 

 
Today we are much more aware of harmful substances: the use of the most dangerous ones is 
either much diminished or has vanished altogether.  But artists still work with toxic materials and are 
rarely exposed to the inspections and procedures that keep other businesses mindful of the hazards 
involved.  Here is an overview of what you should be doing to protect yourself, others, and the 
environment. 
 

While at work in the studio 

• Avoid eating, drinking and smoking in the studio, as you risk ingesting toxic materials. 

• Avoid excessive skin contact with materials, particularly solvents. 

• Do not allow solvents to evaporate. When inhaled they can cause dizziness, nausea and 
worse. Only use the smallest amount necessary for the job in hand. 

• Always allow good ventilation of the studio, for the reasons above. 

• Clean up spills immediately. 

• Wear an approved mask when dealing with dry pigments to avoid inhalation. 

• Oily rags should be kept in an airtight metal container. 

 

Clean-up and disposal 

It’s very important that nothing goes down the sink. Solvents and heavy metals are toxic and must 

be disposed of responsibly.  Have a good clean-up and disposal system that is as ethically 

responsible as possible. 

• Palette cleaning Clean up by scraping your palette into newspaper, then putting that in a 
sealed bag for disposal. 

• Brush cleaning Wipe and scrape excess paint off the brush into a rag or newspaper.  Soak 
your brush (suspended in a jar so as not to crush the fibres) in a suitable paint thinner – 
preferably a low odour solvent such as Winsor & Newton Sansodor.  Over time the pigments 
will settle at the bottom.  Decant the excess thinner to be used again.  Dispose of the residue 
as responsibly as possible.  You can finish cleaning your brush with a product such as Winsor 
& Newton Brush Cleaner. 

• Oil rags Rags are a key element in any oil painters’ practice.  As the oil is drying on the rag 
it produces heat, and air gets trapped in the folds.  The rag is usually made of a combustible 
cloth that can become a source of fuel.  Heat, oxygen and fuel are all that is needed to create 
a fire, which is why oily rags, when not disposed of properly, can spontaneously burst into 
flames.  Oily rags should be kept in an airtight metal container, and then transferred into an 
airtight sealed plastic bag for disposal. 

• Disposal of hazardous waste Oil paints and solvents, and rags that have been soaked in 
them, constitute hazardous waste.  This should not normally be disposed of in mixed 
municipal waste such as household and garden waste. In some cases, your local council may 
be able to collect the waste from you, though there may be a charge for this.  Alternatively, 
you may be able to deliver it to a household recycling or civic amenity site, free of charge. 
Your local council will be able to advise you on where to take all types of hazardous waste in 
your area. 
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Members’ Gallery 
 
Members are invited to contribute images of their paintings and any articles which may be relevant to the 
Society.  Please send your photos and articles to the Editor at asmabulletin@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook and Instagram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Geoffrey Anthony (NSW) 
 
HMAS Hobart with USS Missouri 
 
Watercolour and ink 

John Woulfe (NSW) 
 
Traditional Cutter with Waves 
 
1.5m high, hull carved from Australian Red Cedar 
– Huon Pine, sails highly polished stainless steel 
and the ocean hard bent stainless steel with 
carved Australian Red Cedar. 

 

 

John Adderley (WA) 
 
Rusty old trawler off Fremantle WA 
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